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ABSTRACT

A method for making a lower frame rate of an optical navi-
gation sensor mimic a higher frame rate of the optical navi-
gation sensor includes: receiving a motion delta of the optical
navigation sensor at the lower frame rate; dividing the motion
delta into a smaller number of parts; dividing a time period of
the lower frame rate to generate a time threshold which is
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shorter than the time period of the lower frame rate; receiving
a clock signal for updating a counter; and outputting a first

part of the delta when the counter reaches the time threshold.
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1
SUB-FRAME ACCUMULATION METHOD
AND APPARATUS FOR KEEPING
REPORTING ERRORS OF AN OPTICAL
NAVIGATION SENSOR CONSISTENT
ACROSS ALL FRAME RATES

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to reporting errors for an
optical navigation sensor for use in a computer mouse, and
more particularly, to a method for keeping reporting errors
constant over different frame rates.

2. Description of the Prior Art

When a computer mouse is moved by a user on a 2-D
surface, information of the 2-D surface is captured at various
intervals by an optical navigation sensor, in order to obtain a
delta (change in position), and then sent to an accumulator,
which is also within the optical navigation sensor. The rate at
which information is captured and sent to the accumulator is
known as the frame rate of the optical navigation sensor. The
accumulator in the optical navigation sensor will be accessed
through SPI (Serial Peripheral Interface) at certain intervals
by a host (for example, an MCU), and subsequently sent to a
computer, so that the computer can determine current posi-
tion of the computer mouse and transform that information
into a cursor position on a display screen of the computer. The
rate at which the accumulator is accessed is known as the
polling or reporting rate of the optical navigation sensor.
Where there is a discrepancy between the determined and
actual position of the computer mouse, a reporting error will
result. Assuming a constant polling rate, reporting/polling
errors at higher frame rates will be fewer than at lower frame
rates, as the computer has more available information for
making a determination.

Please refer to FIG. 1A and FIG. 1B, which illustrate
different frame rates of an optical navigation sensor, and the
reporting error for a constant polling rate. FIG. 1A illustrates
a frame rate of 12 KHz or frame period of 83.33 s, and FIG.
1B illustrates a frame rate of 4 KHz or frame period of 250 ps.
The average polling rate in both diagrams is ~1 KHz or
polling period of ~1 ms (reporting errors are shown for poll-
ing period of both 1.01 ms and for 0.99 ms). In FIG. 1A, when
the polling period is 1.01 ms, the total number of frames
collected is 12 or 13; when the polling period is 0.99 ms, the
total number of frames collected is 11 or 12. The respective
errors are V12 (8.3%). In FIG. 1B, when the polling period is
1.01 ms, the total number of frames collected is 4 or 5; when
the polling period is 0.99 ms, the total number of frames
collected is 3 or 4. The respective errors are Y4 (25%). As
illustrated by these diagrams, the higher the frame rate, the
lower the reporting error.

When a user operates a computer mouse at different veloci-
ties (for example, when playing a computer game), the frame
rate of the optical navigation sensor will vary with the veloc-
ity; in other words, the frame rates vary depending on the
mouse usage. In other systems, frame rate of the optical
navigation sensor will vary according to surface, where a
darker surface will have a lower frame rate than a brighter
surface. The user will therefore experience inconsistent
reporting errors over the different frame rates, which will not
only affect the tracking performance of the mouse, but will
also detract from the user’s enjoyment of the game.

It is therefore an objective of the present invention to pro-
vide a method which can achieve constant reporting errors
over different frame rates of an optical navigation sensor.
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2
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A method for making a lower frame rate of an optical
navigation sensor mimic a higher frame rate of the optical
navigation sensor comprises: receiving a motion delta of the
mouse at the lower frame rate; dividing the motion delta into
a smaller number of parts; dividing a time period of the lower
frame rate to generate a time threshold which is shorter than
the time period of the lower frame rate; receiving a clock
signal for updating a counter; and outputting a first part of the
delta when the counter reaches the time threshold.

An apparatus for making a lower frame rate of an optical
navigation sensor mimic a higher frame rate of the optical
navigation sensor comprises: a post-interpolation circuit for
outputting a motion delta of the mouse at the lower frame rate;
a divider, coupled to the post-interpolation circuit, for receiv-
ing the motion delta and dividing the motion delta into a
smaller number of parts; an accumulation update program
counter, coupled to the divider, for receiving a clock signal for
updating the counter and outputting a first part of the delta
when the counter reaches a time threshold which is shorter
than the time period of the lower frame rate; and an accumu-
lator, for receiving the divided delta.

These and other objectives of the present invention will no
doubt become obvious to those of ordinary skill in the art after
reading the following detailed description of the preferred
embodiment that is illustrated in the various figures and draw-
ings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A is a diagram illustrating reporting errors for an
optical navigation sensor having a frame rate of 12 kHz.

FIG. 1B is a diagram illustrating reporting errors for an
optical navigation sensor having a frame rate of 4 kHz and the
same polling rate as the optical navigation sensor illustrated
in FIG. 1A.

FIG. 2 is a diagram of an optical navigation sensor accord-
ing to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a diagram of an SPI read of the optical navigation
sensor illustrated in FIG. 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

As described in the background section, an optical naviga-
tion sensor collects information related to the motion delta of
the computer mouse and sends the information to an accumu-
lator, wherein the amount of data accumulated over a particu-
lar time period is according to a frame rate of the optical
navigation sensor. The motion delta usually consists of
changes in the mouse position in both the x and y directions,
and can therefore be represented by delta_x and delta_y. At
various intervals, known as the polling rate of the optical
navigation sensor, all delta_x and delta_y information in the
accumulator will be read by the host through SPI.

Assuming a constant polling rate, the sensor having a
higher frame rate will update the accumulator more fre-
quently than a sensor having a lower frame rate. For example,
a sensor having a 12 kHz frame rate will update an accumu-
lator three times more frequently than a sensor having a 4
KHz frame rate. If both sensors travel a distance of one inch
at a constant speed of 1 inch/sec, and assuming both sensors
have a 12,000 pci, there will be 12,000 counts reported over
this distance. The 12 kHz sensor will detect a delta of 1 count
each frame and update this delta to the accumulator, whereas
the 4 KHz sensor will detect a delta of 3 counts each frame and
update this delta to the accumulator. Assuming a polling rate
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of 1 ms, the host will read 12 counts from the accumulator for
both sensors; however, these 12 counts correspond to motion
data from 12 frames for the 12 kHz sensor, but only corre-
spond to motion data from 4 frames for the 4 kHz sensor. As
the host polling rate is not synchronized with the sensor frame
rate, there will be certain inconsistencies in the read motion
data, leading to reporting errors. This motion data variation
will be three times larger for the sensor with 4 kHz frame rate
as compared to the sensor with 12 kHz frame rate, as illus-
trated in FIG. 1A and FIG. 1B.

The present invention therefore provides a method and
apparatus which can mimic the higher frame rate even when
the optical navigation sensor is operating at a lower frame
rate. The reporting errors will thereby remain constant over
different frame rates.

Please refer to FIG. 2, which illustrates a hardware solution
of the above method. FIG. 2 is an illustration of an optical
navigation sensor 200. The optical navigation sensor 200
comprises a post-interpolation circuit 210, which collects
delta_x and delta_y and sends the delta_x and delta_y to an
accumulation update program counter 220. The accumula-
tion update program counter contains a frame buffer 225,
where the delta_x and delta_y are initially buffered, and a
divider 230, which has a control signal input. After being
buffered in the frame buffer 225, the delta_x and delta_y are
input to the divider 230 and divided into a number of parts
according to the control signal. A clock signal is input to the
accumulation update program counter 220 for updating the
counter. Upon the accumulation update program counter 220
reaching a certain value, a first part of the divided delta_x and
delta_y will be sent to the accumulator 240, where they can be
accessed by the host via an SPI read. This SPI read 310 is
illustrated in FIG. 3, which is a diagram 300 of an SPI read
310 of the optical navigation sensor 200.

The aim of the present invention is to have the lower frame
rate of the optical navigation sensor mimic the higher frame
rate in order to keep reporting errors the same across all frame
rates. Taking the frame rates illustrated in FIG. 1A and FIG.
1B as examples, the lower frame rate (4 kHz) is three times as
slow as the higher frame rate (12 kHz).

The control signal therefore instructs the divider 230 to
divide the delta_x and delta_y buffered in the frame buffer
225 into three parts. The rate at which these divided parts are
sent to the accumulator 240 is also determined by dividing the
original frame rate into three parts. In other words, when the
clock signal has updated the accumulation update program
counter 220 by 250 ps/3, i.e. after 83 s, a first part of the
divided delta will directly be output to the accumulator 240.
The accumulation update program counter 220 is then reset
and the control signal instructs the divider 230 to again output
a part of the delta_x and delta_y when the clock signal has
updated the accumulation update program counter 220 by
another 83 s, and so on, so that the divided delta is output to
the accumulator 240 at a fixed sub-frame period. When a next
frame of delta_x and delta_y is buffered by the frame buffer
225, the process will start again.

Please note that it is also possible for the delta to be broken
into even smaller parts and sent out to the accumulator 240 at
more frequent sub-frame rates, to further improve the report-
ing error. In this case, the control signal provided to the
divider 230 will reflect the number of parts in which the delta
is divided. The control signal may be generated according to
the highest frame rate of the mouse 200 and the current frame
rate, in order to keep a reporting error consistent across all
frame rates of the mouse 200. The control signal will also
affect the interval of divided delta_x and delta_y_output from
the accumulation update program counter 220.
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Please note that there will be a small time lag associated
with the optical navigation sensor 200, which is due to the
time required to first buffer the delta_x and delta_y and then
divide them. This time lag will be insignificant, however; for
the above example of a frame rate of 4 kHz, the maximum
time lag will be 250 pys.

By breaking the delta into smaller parts according to a
control signal, and then sending each divided delta part to the
accumulator 240 at a fixed sub-frame period also determined
by the control signal, the frame rate of the delta as perceived
by the Host SPI read 250 mimics that of a higher frame rate.
Reporting errors across all frame rates of the mouse 200 can
therefore be kept consistent.

Those skilled in the art will readily observe that numerous
modifications and alterations of the device and method may
be made while retaining the teachings of the invention.
Accordingly, the above disclosure should be construed as
limited only by the metes and bounds of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for making a lower frame rate of an optical
navigation sensor mimic a higher frame rate of the optical
navigation sensor, the method comprising:

receiving a motion delta of the optical navigation sensor at
the lower frame rate;

dividing the motion delta into a smaller number of parts;

dividing a time period of the lower frame rate to generate a
time threshold which is shorter than the time period of
the lower frame rate;

receiving a clock signal for updating a counter; and

outputting a first part of the motion delta to an accumulator
when the counter reaches the time threshold.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

resetting the counter after the first part of the motion delta
is outputted to the accumulator; and

outputting each part of the motion delta to the accumulator
each time the counter reaches the time threshold.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of receiving a
motion delta of the optical navigation sensor further com-
prises:

buffering a frame of the received motion delta.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the number of parts the
motion delta is divided into is equivalent to a ratio of the
higher frame rate to the lower frame rate.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the time period is
divided by the ratio to generate the time threshold.

6. An apparatus for making a lower frame rate of an optical
navigation sensor mimic a higher frame rate of the optical
navigation sensor, the apparatus comprising:

apost-interpolation circuit for outputting a motion delta of
the optical navigation sensor at the lower frame rate;

a divider, coupled to the post-interpolation circuit, for
receiving the motion delta and dividing the motion delta
into a smaller number of parts according to a control
signal;

an accumulation update program counter, coupled to the
divider, for receiving a clock signal for updating the
counter and outputting a first part of the motion delta
when the counter reaches a time threshold which is
shorter than a time period of the lower frame rate; and

an accumulator, for receiving the divided motion delta.

7. The apparatus of claim 6, further comprising:

a frame buffer, coupled between the divider and the post-
interpolation circuit, for buffering a frame of the
received motion delta.

8. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the counter is reset

after the first part of the motion delta is outputted to the
accumulator, and the accumulation update program counter
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outputs each part of the motion delta to the accumulator each
time the counter reaches the time threshold.

9. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the number of parts
the motion delta is divided into is equivalent to a ratio of the
higher frame rate to the lower frame rate. 5

10. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the time period is
divided by the ratio to generate the time threshold.
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